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Item Reference: State law requires City of Tyler approval before an election can be 

held to create an Emergency Services District within the City’s  
Extra-Territorial  Jurisdiction. 

 
All of Smith County except the City of Tyler and an area covered by the Lindale Volunteer Fire 
Department (Emergency Services District Number 1) is served by volunteer fire departments.  
The costs required to maintain these districts are becoming increasingly difficult to continue at a 
time when some improvements need to be made.   
 
State law provides that the inhabitants of a specified area can vote in an election to create a 
special taxing entity called an Emergency Services District.  Some years ago that action was 
taken by those voters within the area served by the Lindale Volunteer Fire Department.  Now all 
of the remaining volunteer fire districts in Smith County have joined together to request that a 
county-wide election be held.  The area inside the Tyler City limits is excluded, but Tyler’s 
Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) would be included.  However, in order for the ETJ area to be 
included, the City Council must approve that election. 
 
Representatives of the volunteer fire districts will be present to answer questions. 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that the City Council consider approving the attached Resolution relating to 
an election to create Emergency Service District Number 2. 
  
 
Drafted/Recommended  By:   
Department Leader       
     Neal Franklin, Fire Chief 
 
Edited/Submitted  By: 
City  Manager 

























 



RESOLUTION NO.  R-2006-19 
 
 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE FORMATION OF SMITH 
COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT NO. 2; AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

 WHEREAS, the Smith County Volunteer Fire Departments are pursuing the creation of 
Smith County Emergency Service District No. 2 to assist them in funding needed for planning 
and providing future emergency services to residents of Smith County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City recognizes the growth of Smith County as a whole, and the need 
for additional funding for all Smith County Volunteer Fire Departments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the nominal tax which will be assessed to generate the needed funding will 
also include out-of-county and out-of-state landowners, thereby creating a fair and equitable 
taxing policy;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TYLER, TEXAS: 
 
 PART 1.  That the City of Tyler does support and will allow the formation of Smith 
County Emergency Service District No. 2 within the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) of the 
City of Tyler. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED on this the 23rd day of August, 2006. 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       JOSEPH O. SEEBER, MAYOR 
       CITY OF TYLER, TEXAS 
 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
CASSANDRA BRAGER, CITY CLERK  CITY ATTORNEY 
 
 


