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From this vantage point the entire Tyler Rose
Garden can be viewed. The garden features
more than 600 varieties and 32,000 bushes.
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The first gardener for the Rose Garden
was Sid Maxfield. This area which contains
various miniature roses is named for him.

‘The Tyler Rose Garden is one of 24 trial sites
in the United States for new rose cultivars

under consideration for introduction through
the All American Rose Selection (AARS).
The AARS trial roses are located along the
north boundary of the garden. Each variety
will be trialed for two years and judged at

least twice per year in the spring and fall.

While visiting the trial garden, notice the
two fountains that date back to 1912. The
fountains were originally at the old Smith
County Court House that was demolished
in 1953.

‘The Wagon Wheel Fountain and Lady Banksia
Arbor is a popular location for weddings. The
Lady Banksia roses that cover the arbor bloom
only in spring and are an amazing sight. The
Fountain that sits in the pool was at the old
“Wagon Yard” in downtown Tyler.

‘The Horseshoe area of the garden derives its

name for the arrangement of the rose beds
in the area. The roses in the Horseshoe are

modern roses of a variety of classifications,
including Bridal Pink (pictured above). Don't
miss the sundial located inside the Horseshoe.
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The arched yellow wall is the original
entrance to the Rose Garden and is thought
to have been constructed during the WPA
era. Note the plaque on the wall recognizing
local nurseryman and Rose Garden architect
Henry Thompson who was killed in WWIL
The roses surrounding the wall are all past

AARS winners.

The David Austin English Rose Garden,
established in 2003, contains roses bred by
English rose breeder David Austin. His goal
was to produce roses with natural growth
habits, good fragrance and old rose charm but
adding modern traits of re-blooming, disease
resistance and a wider range of colors. The
Garden was designed by Michael Marriot,
a protégé of David Austin, and contains 22
varieties and more than 200 samples.
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The Meditation Garden is the ideal place

to rest and reflect upon the beauty of the
garden. It features three ponds with aquatic
life, including Japanese Koi and aquatic
vegetation. The bridge traversing the second
pond was built by the Amish from the
Pennsylvania Dutch area of the country.

The IDEA (Innovate, Demonstrate,
Educate, and Apply) Garden was es-
tablished in 1999 by the City of Tyler
in cooperation with the Smith County
Master Gardeners to test and display
under-used varieties that have potential for
East Texas landscapes. Proven performers
are displayed along with Earthkind™ land-

scaping principles and concepts.

The Camellia Garden was established as a
project of the former Tyler Camellia Society

and was designed by Bryan Thompson in the

early 1960s. He was the son of the original
architect for the Rose Garden. The garden
features both Camellia sasanqua and Camellia
japonica.
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This fountain was found at the Patterson
home, a historic home on Oakwood Street
in Tyler. Hoyt Williams, a local garden
enthusiast, was instrumental in having it
moved to the Rose Garden.
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The Shade Garden trial area was established
in 1997 by the Master Gardeners of Smith
County to identify and trial new or under-
used plants that could be used for shaded
landscape areas. One feature of the Shade
Garden area are the Japanese Maples. As part
of a joint project between the Smith County
Master Gardeners and the Tyler Men's
Garden Club, 25 plus varieties of Japanese
Maples were planted in the south area of the
Rose Garden.

The Heritage Rose Garden was established in
the 1980s as an extension of the Lion’s Club
“sensory garden” project that was later adopt-
ed by the Gertrude Windsor Garden Club in
1986. The purpose of the garden is to educate
the public about antique roses and their use
in landscaping, Since 1994 the Smith County
Master Gardeners have maintained and con-

tinued to improve the garden.

The Maze area of the garden is comprised of
a selection of hundreds of modern roses in a

variety of colors.

The Main Fountain and Queen’s Court
Lawn is the site of the annual Queen’s Tea
held during the Texas Rose Festival the
third week of October each year. The lawn
is also a popular location for weddings and

gatherings.
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The Rose Garden is home to

several annual events. Watch our
website for dates and times.

(www.Cityof TylerRoseGarden.com)

East Texas Spring Landscape
and Garden Conference
— beld in early Spring

First Tuesday in the Garden

Rose Sunday Celebration and
Kick-0ff for the Rose Season
— beld the last Sunday in April

Fall Bulh Conference and Sale
— early Fall

Texas Rose Festival
— beld the third week of October
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Series — March through June and The Rose Garden is one of
September through November 24 AARS trial sites and features
more than 32,000 bushes

420 Rose Park Drive
' Tyler, Texas 75702
- (903) 5311212
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Welcome to the
City of Tyler Rose Garden!

We hope you enjoy your visit
to the largest public collection
of roses in the United States.

and 600 cultivars.
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