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Transportation Plan Updates 
 

On July 28, 2015 the Tyler Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Policy Committee voted unanimously 
to approve updates to the MPO’s four year transportation plan and operating budget for the next two years.  
 
Transportation Improvement Program  
The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is the short range     
transportation plan for the MPO. The TIP was adopted on March 27th, 
2014 and is readopted every two years. The plan may be amended to   
adjust projects due to changes in financing or project development. In 
accordance with the MPO’s Public Participation Plan (PPP), notice of the 
amendment was placed in the newspaper, posted on the MPO website, 
and staff held an open house on July 16th, 2015 to receive public input. 
No comments were received at the open house or through the website. 
 
The amendment includes the construction of the Toll 49 extension 
dubbed the “Lindale Reliever Route”, the installation of ramps at the   
intersection of Toll 49 and State Highway 110, and the widening of FM 
2493 from Gresham to Flint.  
 
Unified Planning Work Program 
The Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is the two year budget for the MPO which covers fiscal years 2016 
and 2017. The MPO staff prepared a draft budget which was vetted through the Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC) on July 2nd, 2015. The document includes an allowance for a demographic study for the MPO boundary 
which will be used to help forecast growth areas, population densities, and travel demand. The document also     
allocates funding for a regional bicycle route plan to be commissioned during fiscal year 2017. The scope of the 
project would be to analyze the existing bicycle routes, review the current plans and propose an efficient bicycle 
network to connect the  cities in Smith County. 
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After a set of dry years, East Texas experienced the wettest spring in 
recent history. The photos on the right, supplied by TxDOT, show the 
amount of water and scale of damage it can cause. The top picture 
depicts FM 1254 during normal conditions, and the second picture 
shows the same street during the spring flooding.  
 
This flooding led to catastrophic pavement failure at several road  
sections throughout the County and State. The picture on the bottom 
shows a portion of FM 1616 where the flood water washed out a   
culvert and eroded so much of the soil foundation that the street    
collapsed.  
 
Though conditions have dried during the summer, the possibility of 
further storms during hurricane season could cause additional flood-
ing in the region leading to dangerous road conditions. According to 

the National Weather Service, a mere 6 inches of 
fast-moving flood water can knock over an adult. 
It takes just 12 inches of rushing water to carry 
away a small car, while 2 feet of rushing water 
can carry away most vehicles. More information 
and safety tips can be accessed through the    
website  http://tadd.weather.gov/. 
 

In instances of dangerous road conditions, barriers are typically 
placed at compromised locations for safety purposes. All drivers 
should remember to adhere to all barriers and detour signs and under-
stand that unauthorized removal of barriers could create a dangerous 
situation for themselves and others. 

The Effects of Spring Flooding on East Texas 

Additional Transit Opportunities Between Athens And Tyler 
 

Chariot Bus Lines, which currently travels between Athens and Tyler once a day, has received a TxDOT grant to 
expand its services. The bus route leaves from Athens and has stops in Murchison, Brownsboro, Chandler and vari-
ous locations in Tyler including Tyler Pounds Regional Airport, the Midtown District and Broadway Square Mall. 
The one-year grant will allow for an additional route on its Monday to Friday schedule to be provided as well as 
offer lower costs for elderly and disabled riders.  

Ozone Action Days 
 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) issued the first Ozone Action Day for the Tyler-
Longview area for 2015 on Saturday, June 6th. This means that atmospheric conditions were favorable for         
producing high levels of ozone air pollution. Ozone levels are prone to be high when temperatures exceed 90      
degrees with winds less than 10 mph.  You can help prevent ozone pollution by sharing a ride, walking or riding a 
bicycle, taking your lunch to work, avoiding drive-through lanes, conserving energy, and keeping your vehicle 
properly tuned to reduce emissions.  
 
Everyone should visit the North East Texas Air Care (NETAC) website to see how they can reduce their ozone   
contributions at http://www.netac.org/264/Ozone-Action-Day.htm  
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UT Tyler Receives Research Grant 
 
Dr. Neil Ford, a biology professor at the University of Texas at Tyler, has received a $20,000 research grant from 
TxDOT for guidance on relocating threatened freshwater mussels. When transportation infrastructure expansions 
are proposed, TxDOT must conduct an environmental analysis to protect any endangered species that may be  
affected by the construction. The research will help develop guidelines for conducting mussel surveys and       
relocations.  Dr. Ford will be collaborating with Texas A&M Agrilife Research and Texas State University as 
well  as UT Tyler graduate students during the project. 

The Texas Transportation Plan (TTP) 2040 is a long range planning document to guide major infrastructure    
improvements. The plan analyzes the existing infrastructure and funding for all passenger and freight           
transportation modes in the state and forecasts the needs over a 25-year horizon. The goal is to address         
transportation needs amid increasingly constrained resources and maximize the impact of funding used to 
achieve performance objectives.  
 
 
The executive summary of the document provides a general  
overview of the plan which addressed these four key aspects: 
 
Strategic Direction - Where do we want to go? 
 Goals and objectives 
 Performance expectations and measures 
 
Long-Range Planning - How are we going to get there? 
 Identification of trends, expectations and targets 
 Development of strategies 
 Development of investment priorities 
 
Transportation Programming - What will it take? 
 Fiscally-constrained approach to reaching targets 
 Investment and resource allocation 
 Project selection 
 
Implementation and Evaluation - How did we do? 
 Monitoring and reporting 
 Communication of performance outcomes 
 Collaborative evaluation to improve strategies 
 
 
Supporting information such as maps, charts, trends, and statistics are included throughout the document. The 
plan and all of the recommended improvements can be found at: 
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/division/transportation-planning/statewide-plan/plan.html  

Texas Transportation Plan 2040 

Recent Developments 



4 

The staff offices for the MPO are located at 423 W Ferguson St. Tyler, Texas 
Contact us by phone at 903-531-1175 or email at mpo@tylertexas.com 

 

Useful Sites for Information 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 
Technical Advisory Committee: September 3  

Policy Committee: September 24 

 http://www.tylerareampo.org/ 
 http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/district/tyler.html/ 
 http://www.netrma.org/ 
 http://www.etcog.org/ 
 http://www.flyTYR.com/ 
 https://www.smithcountymapsite.org/ 
 http://www.netac.org/244/Home.html/ 

Who We Are 

The Tyler Area MPO was created in 1974 and, in cooperation with 
TxDOT, is responsible for carrying out the urban transportation 

process as required by federal legislation.  
The mission of the organization is to:  

 
“Plan for the safe and efficient movement of people and goods and 
attainment of clean air regulations for the Tyler Urban Area and 

Smith County.” 

 
Heather Nick, AICP 
MPO Executive Director 
 

 
 

      Michael Howell, EIT 
  MPO Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
    Erik Bird 
         Planner 
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